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TO TRAVELING SALESMEN. 
We should like to make arrangements with a few first-class 
travelers, employed by leading firms, to act as our traveling 
agents. Any enterprising man can clear his expenses and 
pocket money with little or no trouble. Liberal arrangements 
made. Address the editor of this department. 



Agents Wanted. 

We require the services of a first-class agent and repre- 
sentative correspondent in every city in the United States. 
Must be connected with some leading firm. Handsome remu- 
neration, and liberty to use full name or nom de plume to his 
correspondence. For further particulars, address the Editor 
of this department. 



TO OUR ADVERTISERS. 

We have a larger circulation than all the trade papers cater- 
ing to your trades. 

Don't expect 6eed to bear fruit in a night— or an advertise- 
ment to pull in a day. 

You can't eat enough in a month to last a year — you can't 
advertise on that plan either. 

A thing that is worth doing is worth doing well— goods 
worth advertising are worth advertising well. 

It pays best to pay less on rent and more on advertising. 



Important Notice. 

Advertisers and subscribers are hereby notified that our 
agents have no authority to collect bills or receive subscrip- 
tions. All money-orders, checks or drafts should be sent in 
to this office. 



JAPANESE FRET OR LATTICE WORK. 

The marvelous mechanical skill of the subjects of the 
Mikado has been proverbial for centuries; indeed, in some 
departments, particularly that of cabinet and fancy wood work, 
they have always been deemed inimitable. 

But the limitless enterprise, the undying energy, the uncon- 
querable perseverance, and the artistic skill of the Yankee 
have at length matched, even if they not fairly outrivaled 
the works of the cunqing devices of Asia. Dubious as the 
statement may at first appear, it is nevertheless a fact, that 
Japanese wood, work has not only been successfully imitated, 
but is actually being produced in large quantities and in a 
great variety of designs of veritable Japanese contour and 
character, in this country and by American artizans and Ameri- 
can machinery. 

It may perhaps be objected, that being of home manufac- 
ture, these American made articles are not likely to meet with 
general recognition. Of course such an idea as pointed out in 
the December number of the Degobator and Fuknisher 
would convey a double injustice, tending to discourage home 
manufacture and to destroy the ambition of home talent. But 
when the designs are looked over and the specimens of work 
examined, their excellence and even it maysbe their superiority 
over what might be termed "the original" will more than 
counterbalance any suppositious difference on account of their 
not being of foreign origin. 

The particular work now referred to is that being turned 
out by Cutting & Delaney, of Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mr. T. J. Delaney, of this firm, in addition to being a very 
skillful mechanic, is of an ardent artistic temperament, and has 
for several years been experimenting in different branches of 
ornamental and ornamentally useful woodwork. The firm has 
already supplied a large amount of woodwork for decorative 
purposes. They have been especially successful in adapting 
Japanese lattice, screen and fretwork, in large number of 
designs to a great variety of purposes. 

Herewith are presented several cuts showing how this class 
of ornamental woodwork may and has been adapted. For ex- 
ample, the large plate (M) 6hows thirty-one designs of fret 
work, in which not ouJy are the Japanese patterns successfully 
reproduced, but several new ones, notably Nos. 6, 7 and 31 
arranged. 

Design A 6hows how the size of an opening may be reduced 
and at the same time admit of suitable drapery. 



Design B is a clever device for covering an angle or the 
corner of a room. 

Design C shows a window recess, a silk-backed fretwork 
being substituted for the shutters. The effect of this is ex- 
ceedingly pleasing. 

Design D shows how an arch-topped window may be 
beautified by fretwork, jewels and turned work. 

Design E is a similar device for the top sash of a window. 

Design F shows a stained-glass window, the center being 
of plain glass with a fretwork backing. 

By the use of design G, the opening above front doors may 
be cleverly filled in and the number of the house can readily 
set in the fretwork. 

Front doors themselves can be made highly ornamental 
with a plain glass upper panel backed by fretwork as shown in 
design H. 

Design I suggests a method for utilizing fret, jewel and 
turned work for staircase windows. 

Design K gives suggestions for grilles for portieres and for 
space across recessed windows with lattices cut in the shape of 
bracket shelves with vases and other devices. 

Design L shows an exceedingly effective arrangement for 
a ceiling with fretwork of different patterns, and backed with 
silk of different colors to 6uit the taste, the jewels backed with 
tinfoil to give additional effect and the center of poplin, silk, 
muslin, or Japanese chintz. This has been found to be an 
advisable way of treating old ceilings. All these designs have 
been made from the specimens actually manufactured. 

The most satisfactory results are attained by the use o^f 
white basswood, which retains its natural color and is superior 
in texture and durability to white holly. For stained work, 
cak has been found to be the_ most desirable. In these two 
woods the designs are displayed to the greatest advantage. 

It will be seen by the foregoing that the Buffalo firm has 
fairly succeeded in beating the Japs at their own game, in fact 
the concern has in addition to those above incidentally alluded 
to, under consideration several ideas that will outstrip anything 
of the kind yet attempted in a similar direction. 

J. MARSCHING & CO.'S ANTIQUE GLASS. 

The antique glass and roundels shown by J. Marsching & 
Co., 31 Park Row, this city, are manufactured by the celebrated 
glass factory at Schliersee, near Munich, Bavaria, and owing to 
its superior quality, it is now being used by all the renowned 
artistic glass staining establishments in Europe, and has met 
with great success since it was introduced in this country. 

In the antique glass the true appearance of the antique is 
admirably reproduced, the shading from light to dark effects 
in the sheets being particularly noticeable. The rich, 
brilliant colors and the many different tints in which this 
glass is produced, together with the varied shading of each 
sheet, obviate to a considerable extent the necessity for using 
paints in the carrying out of a design and therefore make the 
antique glass especially desirable for both Ornamental and 
figure work. 

The Schliersee factory excels also in the quality of the 
roundels (bull's eyes) ; they are hand-made or spun, and their 
brilliant effect cannot be attained by the common pressed glass 
' roundels or ornaments. 

The roundels are gaining largely in favor and are freely in- 
troduced into glass windows and so-called mosaic work ; 
they are very bright, show excellent colors, and as they are 
comparatively low-priced, they are particularly adapted to pro- 
duce pleasing and artistic effects, where a more costly glass 
painting would for various reasons be less desirable or out of 
place. For church windows, these bull'6 eyes are well adapted, 
causing a mellow and subdued light. 

Same as the antique glass, the roundels can be easily- cut, 
retain the colors and stand the fire well in case they have to be 
painted or decorated. 

MERCHANTS AND THE STRIKES. 
The following document requesting a special meeting of 
the Chamber of Commerce to take action in regard to the labor 
question, has been sent to President Brown : 

New York, April 21. 1886. 
James M Brown, Esq., President of the Chamber of Commerce, 

New York :— 

Sib— You are hereby requested to call a special meeting of the 
Chamber of Commerce at an early d«y for the purpose of consid- 
ering what action, if any, the Chamber may appropriately take 
with a view of sustaining arid enforcing existing laws for the pro- 
tection of all classes of our citizens in the peaceful pursuit of their 
business and the prevention of illegal interference therewith. 

John Claflin, Charles S. Smith, Woodbury Langdon, Cornelius 
N. Bliss, A. D. Juilliard, W. L. Strong, Walter H. Lgwis, P. Van 
Valkenburgh, Julius Catlin, Jr. ; John Buyers, William Turnbull, 
Gardner R. Colby, Henry A. Page, Edward H. Ammidown, Edward 
E. Poor, James H. Dunham, Edward S. Jaffray, L. G. Woodhouse, 
Henry W. T. Mali. W. A. Pem brook, John P. Plummer, Joshph T. 
Low, Charles M. Carpenter, Thomas G. Kingman, B. E. Kingman, 
Alfred Ray, Francis Baker, J. Spencer Turner, Lowell Lincoln, J. L. 
Dudley, F. H. Lane, Ralph L. Cutter, James E Dean, Clarence L. 
Collins, George P. Slade, Henry Bauendaul, Sigourney W. Fay, O. 
D. Baldwin, W. A. Camp, D. 0. Vills, Horace Porter Charles B. 
Colgate, John H. Inraan, I. S. Alexandre, Gustave Schwab, A. E. 
Low, John T. Terry, Solon Humphreys, William Dowd, George S. 
Coe, Robert Olyphant, and William B. Kendall. 



CHATS IN THE TRADE. 

The premises occupied by the Meriden Curtain Fixture Co., 
Meriden, Conn., was recently destroyed by fire. Loss, $25,000- 
insured. 

A new carpet and furniture instalment house has been; 
opened on North Howard street, Baltimore, under the firm 
name of Scott & Halbert. 

* * 

John S. and Robert McLochlon, of McLochlon Bros. & 
Co., dry goods, of Montreal, implicated in recent customs 
frauds, have " skipped." John S. made a clean breast of the 
whole affair before leaving, saying that it was impossible for 
a dry-goods firm in Canada to exist, much less to make money, 
with the present high tariff. John S. McLochlon was treasurer 
of the Montreal Young Men's Christian Association and of 
Emanuel Congregational Church. Robert was treasurer of 
Calvary Church and prominent as a 8unday School teacher. 
He also conducted the mid-day meetings of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, and did this frequently after he had an 
hour before passed fraudulent entries and made false oaths at 
the Custom House. And such is life 1 Verily, with so much 
hidden roguery and saint's hypocrisy in the wind, I shall com- 
mence to fancy that my open vices are hidden virtues. 

* * 

W. H. Fletcher, of W. H. Fletcher & Co., is another of the 
birds of passage. He is now In Europe selecting the " very 
latest " styles of lace curtains and will take care that the firm 
getting ahead of him in styles and quality, without counting 
prices, will have to go long and far, and hunt high and low. 

* 
H. Iskiyan, J. Iskiyan & Co., Thomas Welsh, and J. 
Guinn, rag carpet weavers, April 15, had a taste of strike. 
The weavers wanted an increase of two cents a yard. It was 
asserted in a daily paper that they received six and seven cents 
a yard, and by hard work could not earn more than five to 
eight dollars a week. Referring to this statement, a letter was 
written by Mr. J. Iskiyan, stating that his books are open for 
inspection and that they will show that all his employes who 
understand their business, can and have been earning from 
twelve to thirteen dollars a week. Boys who are only learning 
the business, according to Mr. Iskiyan, can and do earn five or six- 
dollars per week. Mr. Isikyan states that he would willingly 
pay more wages should business permit, but that "profits are 
small." 

* * 
# 

The secretary of the Furniture Association, Grand Rapids, 
April 22, received a communication from a committee appointed 
by a mass meeting of nearly all the furniture workers in the 
city, demanding an eight-hour day and ten per cent increase In 
wages after May 1. A conference with the Furniture Manu- 
facturers Association was to have been held and the matter 
decided. 



About seventy-five furniture manufacturers of-Chicago,em- 
ploying about 4,000 men, April 22, organized to resist the 
demands made by workmen. A resolution was passed that no 
skilled mechanic be employed by any member without a letter ' 
of recommendation from the firm for which he last worked. 
The association will probably arrange a schedule of wages, 
which will be adopted by all its members. The employes of 
members will be treated with all fairness, but the manufactur- 
ers say they will not recognize any union, or be dictated to 
about whom they will employ to do their work. It is also con- 
templated that all the manufacturers of this section will join 
the association. 



Carson, Perie & Scott, drygoods and carpets, Chicago, 111., 
have given notice that they will adopt the eight-hour system on 
May 1, for their retail stores on the we6t and south sides. 

■ * 
There is another strike among the employes of the Fern 
Brook carpet mills, at Yonkers. The company announced 
April 23, that they would at once employ new hands. 

* # 

* 
A. H. Andrews & Co.'s large furniture factory, Chicago, 
111., was almost totally destroyed by fire, April 22. The fire 
broke out in the third story a little after four o'clock and 
rapidly spread to the upper floor. A first and then a second 
alarm was sounded, and soon twenty engines were playing 
upon the burning structure. But the conflagration had gained 
such headway that it was six o'clock before it was under 
control. The building is surrounded by frame dwellings, and 
the firemen with great difficulty prevented the flames from 
spreading. A large stock of the finest school furniture was in 
the factory. The total loss will probably exceed $100,000. 
About 400 men were employed at the factory and will be 
thrown out of employment. The building was a four story and 
basement, 200x60, and only the walls remain standing. The 
origin of the fire is at present uuknown. The loss is about 
$100,000 ; 700 hands are thrown out of employment. 
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One of the largest meetings of furniture manufacturers 
ever held in the United States, was in session in Chicago, April 
22. Delegates were present from Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
. Minnesota, Iowa, Indiana, and Kentucky. Over 160 firms wjsre 
represented. It was decided to inaugurate- the eight-hour 
system, beginning May 1, and at the 6ame time make an advance 
of ten per cent, on the prices of all kinds of furniture. With 
the beginning of the eight-hour system the wages of workmen 
will be reduced in proportion as their hours are lessened. As 
soon as it can be determined whether the ten percent, advance 
in prices can be maintained there will be a readjustment of 
wages paid employes, but the extent of the benefit, if any, that 
will then accrue to the workmen was not definitely decided 

upon. 

* * 

The very latest is the " marine drummer." Its a great 
scheme. The Germans have the honor of starting it. This is 
how it is done. Steamers have been chartered by large German 
firms to hawk, peddle or "drum," (choose your own term), 
German merchandise at ports on the Mediterranean. Tbe 
saloons are to be used as sample rooms. Customers will make 
theit selections on board and their purchases will be landed 
direct from the steam drummer, quickly passed through the 
Custom Hou6e, and thus avoid an immense amount of trouble, 
delay and expense. The scheme is a good one and worthy of 
the attention of our merchants. How would a carpet and uphol- 
stery steamer do on our lakes ? And how would another pay 
for coast service? Think the matter over. It is worthy of 
attention. 

I have received many letters from leading merchants 
throughout the country in reference to my article on u Capital 
and Labor," in our last issue, but, owing to lack of space, am 

unable to publish them in this issue. 

* ♦ 

The will of the late ex-State Senator Dennis McCarthy, the 
leading drygoods, carpet and upholstery merchant in central. 
New York, was admitted to probate in Syracuse, N. Y., April 
.22. It disposes of an estate worth $275,000. The executors 
and trustees are James J. Belden and Dennis McCarthy, a son, 
and Thomas Emery, a son-in-law. The family mansion and all 
tbe paintings, etc., are left for the widow, with an annuity of 
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$1,500. Kate B. McCarthy, a daughter, who is a nun, gets the 
interest on $10,000. After other bequests the residue is divided 
into eight parts. Mrs. Thomas Emery gets two, David K. Mc- 
Carthy one, Dennis McCarthy two, and the children of two 
deceased daughters two. The ottier eighth is left in trust for 
Thomas McCarthy, member of Assembly from the Thirddistrict 
of Onondaga county. 

The division of the property into eight parts is subject to 
the continuation of the business conducted by D. McCarthy <fc 
Spns and D. McCarthy & Co. The surprising features of the 
will are the trust to Thomas McCarthy and the fact that it con- 
tains no public bequests. 

HALL & GARRISON*S RUSSIAN TRADE. 
Hall & Garrison, manufacturers of mouldings, looking- 
glass, picture frames and exterior and interior wood decora- 
tions, 1124 to 1132 Washington avenue, Philadelphia, recently 
shipped a large order for frames to St. Petersburg. This is a 
real triumph for American enterprise. Their trade with foreign 
countries is rapidly increasing and so far as home trade is con- 
cerned this firm stands second to none. 

THE ROCHESTER LAMP. 

The Rochester lamp is perfectly non-explosive, and pro- 
duces a light never before equaled with kerosene. Equal in 
brilliancy to sixty-five sperm candle-power. It is beautiful in 
structure, elegant in finish, of large capacity, and is a novelty 
in its mode of work. Its combustion is perfect, flame clear and 
strong, and its light the nearest approach to electricity yet at- 
tained by any kerosene lamp. It is mechanically perfect, with 
a wick movement new to the world. It does not get danger- 
ously hot like all other lamps with button burners. It does 
not require any gas vent. The Rochester lamp is made in the 
following varieties : table, hall, library, factory, and gas fount 
lamps, of strong brass and nickel plated, and warranted not to 
leak. It can be put in pull-down lamps, on gas jets, etc., and 
can be taken from harp or bracket and used as a table lamp. 
The best lamp made for lighting hotels, offices, stores, factories, 
saloons, halls, barber shops, skating rinks and churches. 

The Rochester Lamp Co., 1201 Broadway, is now opening 
a house in London, England, and another in Liverpool. This 
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Is In addition to seventeen others in principal cities of the world. 
Their Chicago store is an elaborate place of business. We 
must call particular attention to their piano lamp, one of the 
most elegant and useful lamps in the market. Chas. H. Upton 
is the president and general manager of the company. 

* * 

CHATS FROM WILLIAMSPORT. 

There has been an extensive revival in the way of decora- 
tive art in this city during the past year, and the prospect is 
very flattering for the year now before us. Many fine resi- 
dences have just been completed, among those presented are 
the fine mansion of Hon. H. C. Parsons, which has been built 
on the very latest plans and which is in reality a model of archi- 
tecture ; ako the manse of Hon. R. P. Allen, which has been 
thoroughly repleted by designs mo6t extravagant in the idea of 
most of the nabobs of this country city. 

The improvements contemplated for the year to come are 
far in excess of any preceding year, and there is n^ reason to 
doubt but what that there will be a great boom in the year to 
come. Hiram Rhoades, Esq., has just completed one of the 
most elegant residences here, and is now fitting it up 
elaborately. We might include in " the list" the elegant resi- 
dences of C. La Rue Munson, Hon. R. J. C. Walker, H. C. Mc- 
Cormick, Esq., John White, Esq., Chas. Bartles, Jr., Hon. 
Frank L. Herdic, the cattle king, Frank Reading, Esq., and the 
President of the First National Bank, J. Artley Beeber, Esq. 

The furniture trade is not by any means neglected in the 
way of manufacturers. The mammoth factories of the Wil- 
liamsport Furniture Manufacturing Co., limited, John A. 
Otto's.Sons, A. H. Heilman & Co., Luppert & Kline Manufac- 
turing Co., and the National Furniture Co., are among the 
most prominent. 

The most noted retail stores are A. H. Heilman & Co., 
Scott & Hart Furniture Co. and E. A. Page & Bro., who show 
a great pride in exhibiting their art wares. 

Mr. Fred Mankey, the chairman of the Williamsport Furni- 
ture Co., who has been in the South the past winter for his 
health, is now home fully able to baffle with the duties, of 
which he is chief. In the way of designing, his son Chas. F. 
Mankey has very ably filled his position while absent, and to 
him can be credited the designs put forth in the late catalogue 
produced by the firm. 

Mr. L. H. FIshel, of Babylon, L. I., was among the buyers 
here the present week, as also S. C. Graham, of Tyrone, Pa. 

Mr. 8. 8. White, the representative of John A. Otto's Son6, 
recently returned from a trip to New York State. 

The manager of the Luppert & Kline Manufacturing Co., 
Alex. M. Dean, Esq., was lately in Southern California in the 
interest of the company he represents. 

The jolly salesman, R. C. Bennett, of the Williamsport 
Furniture Co., who makes his headquarters at Bridgeport, 
Conn., was in the city last week obtaining latest information as 
regarding the new styles which that company are constantly 
producing. 

They had a new democratic letter carrier here recently and 
the chief of the department noticed one morning that he had 
left a large bundle of letters for a prominent firm and was re- 
proved for the same, and replied "Why I took them a large 
batch yesterday afternoon and thought that would answer 'till 
this p. m." Red Oak. 

* 
CHAT FROM GRAND RAPIDS. 

The American Patent Dressing Case Co. is the last stock 
company formed here for the manufacture of furniture. 
They will control the manufacture of a patent dressing 
case (the top sliding from the base revealing a wash basin, 
etc.), the case is the invention of Col. Penny, of Grand Rapids. 
They will not start a factory at present, having contracted with 
one of the furniture factories to make them. Capital stock 
$30,000 ; paid in, $3,000. 

The stock damaged by the fire some weeks ago at the 
Grand Rapids Chair Co., has ~een placed on the market by a 
Canal street firm and they report the largest sale of chairs they 
have had this year. 

Mr. Geo. S. Knapp, of Knapp & Stoddard, Chicago, has 
been calling on his friends here the past -week, having ju6t re- 
turned from California and the Pacific coast. 

Despite the disagreeable weather of the past month the 
trade in upholstery goods has been good and the outlook for 
future trade is very promising. T. 

Mr. A. Emden, of Ridgely <fc Co., has gone to Europe. 

* * 
, * 

Mr. J. Brills, of Metz & Co., lace curtains, sailed for 

Europe, April 24. 

* • 

Maurice O'Brien & Son, upholstery, 90 and 92 Bowery, 
recently removed to 812 Broadway. 

* * 
* 

Manager Whitney, of Arnold, Constable & Co., and Mr. 
Charles Ward, of Marshall, Field & Co., are now in Europe. 

* * 

Mr. M. Krlckl, formerly of Krickl, Gould & Co., sailed for 
Europe, April 21, to be absent for an indefinite period. 

Ivins, Dietz & Magee's New York office will soon be 
located at 110 Worth street. E. L. Putnam and H. A. Wey- 
mouth will handle tbe goods. 



Manager R. L. Horner, of Mills & Gibbs curtain depart- 
ment, has also taken himself unto Europe. He sailed April 17, 
and may be reckoned upon to hunt out the best in the market. 

* * 

Hey wood Bros.' new office at Cherry and Jefferson streets, 
this city, is a move in the right direction, giving a large addi- 
tion to the Canal street show rooms. 

* * 
* 

Hart & Young, of Boston, recently bought a very large 

order of the Globe Extension Cornice Pole Goods. These 
goods are among the latest novelties in the market and sell 
like "hot cakes." 

* 
Mr. E. F. Haviland, of Nevius & Haviland, has started on 
bis first trip for the new firm. The good wishes of many sin- 
cere friends will accompany him. The young firm has started 
in on a firm and steady basis and should rise to the top in due 
course of time. 

B. L. Solomon's Sons, as I have previously stated, do not 
mean to be behind tbe times. They have purchased ground at 
Wayne Junction, Philadelphia, and will erect a large mill there 
for the manufacture of upholstery goods and curtains, in addi- 
tion to their present enterprise. 

* * 

A fire broke out April 3, in the building occupied by the 
Baltimore Furniture Manufacturing Co., Baltimore, Md. Fur- 
niture, carpets and oil-cloths were damaged to the extent of 
$1,000. Insured. 

"Speaking of extravagance in dress," writes a corre- 
spondent, " the most expensively dressed man I ever saw was 
an African chief on the Gold Coast.^ His wives had annointed 
him thoroughly with palm oil and then powdered him from 
head to foot with gold dust, You never saw in your life a man 
got up so regardless of expense." 
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Scott & McCabe, 323 Broadway, New York, are the selling 
agents for the cocoa mats and matting made in the Western 
Penitentiary, at Allegheny, Pa. Penitentiary goods should be 
kept in the Penitentiary. There are cocoa mats and matting 
enough in this market without convict goods. 

* * 

The furniture factory of F. Mayer & Co., Chicago, has been 
closed by the proprietors rather than accede to the demands of 
the workmen, who wanted an advance of twenty per cent, in 
wages and an eight-hour day. Between 275 and 300 men were 
idle. They are all members of the Furniture Workers' Union. 

Charles Go6sage & Co., one of the largest dry goods firms of 
Chicago, employing over 500 people, announced that after 
May 1, only eight hours' work will be asked from their clerks. 
This is the first application of the eight-hour move by the large 
retailers in Chicago. 

* * 
* 

"Ouida" does not believe in destiny. She says:— "I 
believe there is nothing which befals us, from a cold to a 
catastrophe, which, if we choose to be honest with ourselves, 
we may not trace to our own imprudence." How about being 
struck by lightning or sitting down on a carpet tack ? 

* * 
» 

A meeting of furniture and carpet employes of Brooklyn, 

E. D., was held in Alahambra Hall, 179 Fourth street. It was 

agreed to ask employers to close their shops at 7 o'clock all the 

year around, Saturdays excepted, A delegation was appointed 

to confer with the Central Labor Union. 

* * 

Messrs. Martin Worn & Sons, Brooklyn, E. D., have clear 
evidence that their new patterns'in chamber suites, sideboards, 
wardrobes, chiffoniers, and hallstands are highly appreciated, 
judging by the 6trong demand for goods and steady shipments 
they are making. Their new catalogue will be out In early 
part of May and will contain over a hundred pages, making up 
a long list of new and handsome patterns. 

* * 

J. M. Spratt & Co., proprietors of the St. Louis store, one 
of the largest and oldest dry goods-houses in Galena, 111., was 
~ closed by the sheriff, April 5, on a 
warrant of attachment at the instance 
of the Galena National Bank, a judg- 
ment creditor for $7,500. The liabil- 
ities reached $50,000. The stock and 
accounts it is thought will pay the 
entire indebtedness. The heaviest 
creditors were New York houses, 
to one of which Messrs. Spratt & Co. 
was indebted to the sum of $10,000. 



BENARES WARE. 
Indian goods, in neat and taste- 
ful de6ignR, are always popular, and 
have an attraction for most persons. 
The original Benares ware is rather 
expensive and rare, and is not often 
seen in this country. There are 3 il- 
lustrations shown on this page of ar- 
ticles made by F. A. Walker & Co., 
Boston, from original pieces, and en- 
tirely unlike anything else ever 
brought here. 
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The esteemed and generally accurate Chicago Inter- Ocean, 
with the assistance of the conventional intelligent compositor, 
prints the following : 

" Prof. Michael Eugene Chevmel, of the celebrated Gabelino 
Works, Paris, will soon reach his one-hundreth year." 

"Chevmel "is a liberal translation of the name of Prof. 
Chevreul, who for sixty-two years has been director of the dye 
' works, and professor of special chemistry in the Gobelins, 
called in Chicago the "Gabelino Works" and "celebrated" as 
such, and who for more than a half century has been one of 
the most famous chemists and lecturers and writers on chem- 
istry in Europe. Nor will he "soon reach his one-hundredth 
year," since he passed that mile-post on the last day of last 
August. 



The death of Mr. Richard Arnold, of Arnold, Constable & 
Co., April 7, was a shock to the trade. At this date it is useless 
to enter into the details of his career, He was a merchant of 
the highest standing and respected by all. The funeral ser- 
vices were held April 10, at St. Thomas' Church. Mr. Arnold's 
estate was estimated at about $10,000,000, divided among his 
four children. 



Henry S. Stokes, of Stokes, Thompson & Co., Philadelphia, 
recently sailed for Europe, with the intention o opening a 
branch factory in London for the manufacture of the Weston 
& Wells braided wire goods. Mr. Stokes took with him 
$50,000 worth of machinery made in Philadelphia. Weston & 
Wells, furniture store on Chestnut street bids fair to become 
the headquarters for one of the most important businesses in 
the world, as the company owns patents covering France, 
Belgium, Spain, Italy, India, Brazil, etc. 



C. B. Scott & Co., 1022 and 1024 Market street, Philadel- 
phia, besides dealing extensively m furniture, carpets and 
upholstery goods, represent William Morris & Co.'s English 
art productions, consisting of carpets, tapestries, St. James' 
silk, velours, stained glass, wall papers, etc. 



*W. G. Harris & Son, Bay State Furniture and Carpet Co., 
Boston, Mass., have dissolved, William L. Harris retiring and 
Wm. G. Harris and W. C. Langley, Jr., continuing as W. G. 
Harris & Co. 



CHATS FROM BUFFALO. 

No time is being lost in preparing for the opening of the 
Buffalo Palace of Trade, which is to take place about April 1. 
Very attractive signs on the north and south 6ides of the build- 
ing are already familiarizing people with the new name. 
Among the latest applicants for space are Viti Bros., Philadel- 
phia, importers of bric-a-brac ; B. Scott, Jr., the art connois- 
seur of Washington, D. C, and others. 

From a member of the firm we learn that there is no truth 
in the rumored dissolution of partnership of M. H. Birge, 
Sons & Co. 

Messrs. Wm. Morgan & Geo. E. Torrey have returned from 
New York with a very fine line of draperies and upholstery 
goods, and the new Morgan quarters are now well settled for 
business. 

Mr. E. H. Jennings is expected home from Florida, where 
he has been spending the winter. 

Messrs. Short & Johnson are now in the store lately occu- 
pied by Morgan & Son. They have a full line of paper-hang- 
ings, rugs, oil-cloths, draperies, etc. T. J. Db Laney. 



Obert & Sherman is the style of a new firm just formed at 
Bancroft, Mich. 



Jtytiqne E[Ia$ and ^ouqdelg, 

Superior in quality to any othersimilar article, and in an 
immense variety of tints, manufactured by the 

GLASS FACTOR Y AT SCHLIEKSEE, BA VARIA . 



The Treasury Department at Washington recently decided 
that a figure of St. Joseph, painted glass windows and a Bible 
sent from Dusseldorf to New York, as a present to the Chapel 
of the Sacred Heart, at Tompklnsville, Staten Island, were en- 
titled to free entry, but that articles forming parts of a church 
altar, including a railing of wood, a wooden cross and brass 
candelabra, a table and pedestal, several chairs and benches, 
and a number of photographs similiarly presented to said 
church, are properly subject to duty under existing laws. This 
seems to be drawing a very fine line. As I have previously 
remarked in a similar case, so long as we have a protective 
tariff, our merchants should get the benefit of it. A figure of 
St. Joseph, painted glass windows and a Bible can be procured 
in the home market, therefore, it seems to me, the "presents" 
intended for Tompklnsville, Staten Island, should have 
paid duty. 

* * 

Holland & Vilas, Buffalo, N. 1., manufacturers of lounges 
and mattresses, have succeeded H. J. Comstock. 

* * 
* 

The D. N. Foster Furniture Co., of Fort Wayne, Ind., have 

opened a new store in Terre Haute, Ind., and are to open 

another in Lafayette, Ind., on June 15. 

* 
E. D. Farrell, the New York furniture and carpet dealer, 
Intends that his new building to be ereeted on the east side of 
Third Avenue, near 23d street, shall be one of the finest ware- 
rooms in the city. 

* * 
* 

G. W. Hewitt & Son, upholsterers, etc., Steunton, Va., 

have dissolved partnership. The firm is now Hewitt & 

Bandeburg. 

* .* 

* 
D. T. Johnson & Co., furniture, Cincinnati, O., made an 
assignment April 17 ; $20,000 preferred. 

# 
Gage & Brooks, manufacturers of furniture, Jamestown, 
N. Y., have been succeeded by Aldrich & Gage. 



John McRobbie, Chicago, 111., formerly in 
the commission business, has opened a furni- 
ture store at 173 W. Madison street. 



POWER LOOM SILK WEAVING. 
Le Moniteur du Tissage Mecanique des Soieries gives the items- 
of expense for power loom weaving, so that any intending 
manufacturer may be able to to know at once what these are, 
and by comparing the probable expense for weaving, according 
to the goods produced, and adding thereto the permanent ex- 
penses and the wages to be paid for drawing iu and warping 
and the discount to be'allowed to customers, he is able to find 
exactly what the goods would cost him. The following is the 
calculation : 

Francs. 
Net price of a mill, driven by a turbine, of 800 power 

looms, at 2,000 francs per loom 400,000 

Interest and depreciation of this capital at 12 per 

cent 48,000 

4tacklers 6,000 

2 warehousemen 4,000 

2 boys 2,000 

1 carpenter and 1 smith - 8,000 

1 lodgekeeper 1,000 

Expenses and dues of water 5,000 

Horse and cart 1.500 

Cartage.. 4,000 

Insurance 1.000 

Taxes 2 .500 

Lighting 8,000 

Heating 2,000 

Repairs of looms, healds. reeds, strapping, shuttles, 

cards, etc., at. 100 francs per loom 20,000 

Repairs of the building 5.000 

Oil. dusters, etc 1,000 

4 overlookers 4.000 

Traveling expenses 1,000 

Dining room and wash house for the workpeople 
(heating, etc.) 3,000 

517,000 
This sum divided between the 200 looms, working 250 days 
per year, gives us a result of 2.34 frs. per loom per day .for a 
mill driven by water power. For a mill working by steam 
. power, we must add 0.15 fr. per loom per day, making the 
total into 2,49 frs. A manufacturer starting a mill of 200 looms, 
driven by water power, must therefore be prepared t j meet ex- 
penses amounting to 2.34 frs. per loom per day before calcula- 
ting any profit on his production. 

The American Patent Dressing Case Co. has been organized 
at Grand Rapids ; capital stock, $30,000. 



For sale only by the Sole Agents, 

J. MARSCHING & CO., 

No. 37 I»ark IPlaoe, New York, 

Manufacturers and Importers of Colors for glass stainer; 

Gold Paint, Bronze Powders, and other Materials 

for Interior Decorations. 



Clark & Cobb, Bay City, Mich., have 
dissolved. H. E. Cobb continues. ' 



In the Brooklyn Supreme Court, recently, 
Justice Bartlett made an order dissolving the 
Globe Varnish Co., which went into the bus- 
iness in 1882, with a capital of $200,000. The 
dissolution is the result of a dissension in the 
Board of Directors. 



ROTTMANN, STROME & CO. 
In our last issue we mentioned that the 
American branch of Rottmann, Strorae & Co., 
manufacturers of embossed Japanese leather 
papers and materials for artistic house deco- 
ration, 19 East 21st street, and at Yokohama, 
Japan and London, Eng., had been opened by 
Messrs. H. G. Ramsperger & Co., 180 Pearl 
street, this city. Messrs. Rottmann, Strom e 
& Co. write us that such is not the case, and 
that the American office of that firm is at 19 
East 21st street. Messrs. Ramsperger & Co. 
will act as financial agents only. 

♦ » 

* 

WOOL MANUFACTURERS MEET. 

At a meeting of the officers and executive 
committee of the National Association of 
Wool Manufacturers, held in Boston, April 
16, with an unusually large attendance, the 
following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted : 

First-~Th&l we are unalterably opposed to 
the tariff bill reported to the United States 
House of . Representatives, April 12, 1886, so 
far as it relates to wool and woolens. 

Second — That the greatly increased importa- 
tions of worsted suitings and worsted yarns in 
the last twelve months have displaced the use 
of many million pounds of . Ohio and other 
American wools ; that these increased importa- 
tions were caused by too large a reduction of 
the duty on these goods by the tariff of 
1883, the extent of reduction being strenously 
opposed at that time by the officers of this as- 
sociation. 

Third— That we regret the substitution of 
this large amount of foreign wools and wool- 
ens iu place of those of American production. 
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CUTLEIl'8 CARD AND PARLOR TABLE. 

WALL DECORATIONS OF THE HOMERIC PERIOD. 
The recent wonderful discoveries of Dr. Schliemanu in the 
East have not attracted the attention and commendation they 
merit. It is not my intention at present to enter into a re- 
view of his recent additions to the world of archaeology, but 
I desire to call attention to some ancient wall coverings, re- 
cently discovered at Tiryns. It is claimed that Pansanias 
thought the ruins of the Tirynthian citadel to be a greater 
marvel than the pyramids, hence interest is attached to them. 
Colonel Leake, Ernst Curtius and Gottling have all described 
the Tirynthian remains so far as they were visible without ex- 
cavation. In 1876 Dr. Sehliemann himself sunk a few shafts 
without discovering that the citadel walls enclosed a palace. 
Later on the labors of Dr. Sehliemann met with a better reward. 
Immense walls, vaulted galleries, covered chambers and other 
: apartments were discovered. Gradually they uncovered the 

• complete floor work of a palace, the walls, outer and partition, 

• of which are still standing to a height not exceeding two-and- 
;a-half feet, but generally les9. To acquire any correct notion 
•of the area of the Tirynthian palace, it will be necessary to refer 
■to Dr. Dorpfeld's lucid plans. We hope we shall not be in- 
dulging too much in the language of particulars of sale when 

we say that the palace is laid out with an outer and an inner 
gateway, a larger and a smaller propylamm, a large open court 
and a smaller one (called by Dr. Dorpfeld the courtyard of the 
men's apartments) containing an altar, a /.ityuaov, or men's 
hall, with its antechamber and vestibule and the site of the 
hearth (m/aoij) in the middle, a courtyard of the women's 
apartments, a women's hall and vestibule, and very many other 
chambers to which no definite name can be attached. It may 
be noticed that the access from the men's apartments to the 
women's is difficult, the latter being apparently almost shut 
off, and having a separate approach from the outer court. In 
some of the chambers, traces of staircases are visible, pre- 
sumably leading to the upper apartments (vntotta). Even the 
Eartition walls are of great thickness. The room which Dr. 
'orpf eld identifies as the bath room is one of the most interesting. 
"Who could have imagined," exclaims Dr. Dorpfeld, "that 
we should ever find one of the rooms in which the Homeric 
heroes actually bathed and anointed themselves?" But the 
Homeric heroes doubtless behaved just as picturesquely in the 
other rooms. The floor is composed of one gigantic block of 
limestone, nearly 10 feet broad, 13 feet long, and averaging two 
feet in thickness. In the corner of the room a gutter conducts 
waste water into a stone drain, which is apparently part of a 
tolerably complete system of drainage. Fortunately the ex- 
plorers have also lighted on a fragment sufficiently large to in- 
.dicate the shape of a bathing tub (Jouun&og), which, of course, 
imust excited the enthusiasm of Dr. Dorpfeld in a concentrated 
iform. It is made of thick terra-cotta, ornamented and glazed 
.on the inside. Hence the Homeric epithet tvUoroc. 

But the point that will be of most interest to our wall 
•decorators, is that evidence was found that the greater part of 
the palace was at one time decorated with wall-painting, of 
which, however, only fragments have been preserved. 

Among them is a most curious and effective design of a 
man, perhaps a professional bull-tamer, striking a singular 
attitude on the back of a bull which is tearing along at a mad 
gallop. Nor must we admit to mention the alabaster frieze 
inlaid with pieces of blue glass-paste, which was found skirting 
the wall of the vestibule utyunov. This frieze illustrates in a 
striking way Homer's description of the palace of Alcinous : — 
Xtil/.toi \iiv yuQ rol/oi iQtwfJut' tv9a y.u\ lv9a 
'Eg /xv/ov i$ ovdov' rttql oe &itiyxog xvuvoto. 
This u.oc«j\ ery seems to establish the meauiug of $Qtyy.<)g 
and of y.vuvog, and to suggest that the frieze was intended to 
economize expenditure in bronze plates, which were a costly 
wall-papering. Upon the whole, it is not too much to say of 
Dr. Schliemann's Tirynthian discovery that it has made dark- 
ness to be light. 




THE GOWING CARPET-SEWING MACHINE. 
The attention of our readers is called to the advertisement 
of the Gowing Carpet-Sewing Machines. They are new auto- 
matic cable-feed machines, for 6ewing carpets, and produce in 
the most rapid manner a perfect seam directly upon the edge 
of the carpet. As the machiue moves independent of the car- 
pet, it will sew equal to hand work, and at one fourth the cost, 
the softest woolens as readily and perfectly as Wiltons, Brussels 
and Tapestries. The frame is portable, made in ten-foot 
lengths, and is provided with a permanent feared track, upon 
which the machine carries itself automatically forward. One 
of the best features of this machine is that the quality of the 
work is not dependent upon the skill of the operator. Oppor- 
tunities will be given to responsible parties to test these 
machines. I decidedly recommend any person using or likely 
to use a carpet-sewing machine to address the Gowing Carpet- 
Sewing Machine Co., 51 Franklin 6tree.t, Boston, Mass. 

Com. 

DAMP BEDS. 

The Lancet calls attention to the peril of sleeping in a damp 
bed. As a matter of fact, this peril is of the greatest, and it 
is almost ever-present. The experienced traveler rarely hazards 
the risk of sleeping between sheets, which are nearly sure to be 
damp, until they have been aired under his personal supervision 
at a fire in his bed-room. If this be not practicable he wraps his 
rug around him, or pulls out the sheets and sleeps between 
the blankets— a disagreeable but often prudent expedient. 
The direst mischief may result from the contact of an imper- 
fectly heated body with sheets which retain moisture. The 
body heat is not sufficient to raise the temperature of the sheets 
to a safe point, and the result must be disastrous in the extreme 
if, as is sure to happen, the skin be cooled by contact with a 
surface colder than itself and steadily abstracting heat all the 
night through. There is no excuse for the neglect of propei 
precaution to insure dry beds. Servants are never to be trusted 
in this matter, and the managers of hotels, even of the best 
description, are singularly careless in respect to it. 
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A LUXURIOUS OPERA BOX. 
If any of my lady readers has influence enough with the 
authorities at the Metropolitan Opera House to obtain permis- 
sion to peep into Mr. Rockafellar's box on the grand tier, let 
her use it at once. The ante-room to the box is fitted up in the 
most luxurious style ; crimson satin, plisse"and tufted, covers 
the walls and ceiling, a velvet carpet deadens the footsteps, 
and a magnificent lounge, with pillows, &c, invites to re- 
ponse — especially when " Parsifal " or portions of " Die Meis- 
tersiuger " are on. In a corner is a pretty cabinet, the contents 
of which can only be guessed at. There is a door separating 
the ante-room from the box instead of a portiere, and the little 
window is provided with a satin-covered shutter. A couple 
that desired to shun Wagnerian noise and the observation of 
their neighbors could ask for no more secluded, richer, or more 
comfortable retreat. — Town Topics. 

A PINE TREE GROWING ACORNS. 
Near a plantation home, which is situated eight or ten miles 
from Washington, Ga., stands the tree — which bears the 
unnatural fruit. The tree is an ordinary, medium-size speci- 
men of its kind, and to a person standing twenty steps away, 
would attract no special attention among the others standing 
thickly grouped about. A nearer inspection, however, would 
reveal its remarkable identity. Thickly perched upon every 
twig and bow are to be seen these acorns, varying in size, the 
same as they flourish on their parent 6tem, the oak. Inter- 
spersed here and there upon the tree are the original pine burs. 
It is considered a most remarkable freak of nature. No plau- 
sible reason can be given for the amalgamation, and cannot in 
any way account for the hybrid state thus established. The 
tree with the acorns on is there to show for itself. 




cutler's folding card table. 
THE OLDEST PIANO. 

A MUSICAL RELIC TO BE SEEN IN THE TOWN OP LYNN. 

For at least a century and a half the town of Salem has 
stood a veritable " old curiosity shop " to the American people. 
Its weird traditions took root and domicile much earlier, but 
were not valued at par until time had given the sure apprecia- 
tion. It is doubtless supposed at present that research has 
obtained its final victory, and that " Old Salem " is before the 
public in complete undress. 

The present research leads into an old Salem dwelling, not 
an "ancient" house, nor a structure veiled in any romantic 
mystery, but a genuine museum of rare commercial trophies 
of the old time trading ventures, when Salem and Salem ships 
were known wherever Yankee enterprise could find a wharf, a 
landing or a market. There may be a good many such houses 
in Salem. At any rate, this is one of them. On its exterior it 
is a massive, unpretentious old mansion, built so long ago that 
work was done " pon honor," and yet not long enough in lang 
syne to admit it into the category of ancient houses. It is not 
more than a century old, and a century in Salem gives nothing 
a respectable age. 

One of the most interesting articles in the house, which is 
the old Rogers home, is the old piano, which is quite likely the 
oldest musical instrument of the kind in the United States, which 
is now fit foruse. The " inventor" of the first American piano, 
which was brought out in Salem according to more than one 
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chronicler, would not have cared to have the fact generally 
known that he spent hour after hour at different times study- 
ing the Rogers piano, and that he copied all of its essential 
points. This venerable instrument is a surprising revelation 
to those who ponder on the " strides " made in the manufac- 
ture of pianofortes in this country. This musical relic of " ye 
olden time " is a pretty convincing bit of testimony to the fact 
that there have been no astonishing improvements in pianos 
for a hundred years. The essentials of the modern splendid 
pianos are all in that old instrument, and its notes are still sur- 
prisingly excellent, while the "action" is almost a marvel of 
mechanical achievement, when the remoteness of the produc- 
tion is taken into account. The case is a costly one, fillets of 
rare iulaid work profusely diversifying the beautiful rosewood 
and mahogany, while the keys, though varying slightly from 
the present pattern, are about as good as those now standard. 
Iu size this instrument is in no wise to be compared with the 
modern piano. It is so diminutive that its real excellence is 
obscured. It is 66 inches long, 23*4 inches wide and 33 inches 
high. Its legs, six in number, are as slim and of the shape as those 
of a stand or small table. Thelegs are square, tapering: to the 
bottom, slightly beaded. Four of the )egs are on the front of 
the piano. At each end, underneath the piano proper, are 
small music closets with doors opening to the front, while still 
nearer the player and underneath are shelves with gracefully 
rounded corners. Just above the legs handsome brass rosettes 
are set upon the body of the instrument. There are two pedals, 
one being used to prolong the notes and the other serving a 
double purpose. One of its uses is to increase the volume of 
sound somewhat by lifting a section of the top of the piano or 
lid near the front. The other use of this pedal is to produce 
an imitation of the firing of cannon, in this case a clam bang 
operation, as the player suddenly lifts the section of the top 
referred to and as suddenly lets it fall. 
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